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Glastir Woodland Creation: 
Opportunities Map Guidance 
 

 
This guidance shows how the Glastir Woodland Creation (GWC) opportunity map 
works in order to support decision making on new planting in Wales. 
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1. WHERE TO FIND THE GWC OPPORTUNITY MAP  
Lle is a spatial data system provided by the Welsh Government and serves as a 
centre for online geographical information. It can be found by navigating to 
http://lle.gov.wales/apps/woodlandopportunities. Alternatively, navigate through the 
Lle website by selecting ñApplicationsò and choose ñGlastir Woodland Creation ï 
Opportunities Mapò ï see Figure 1 below.  
 
 
  
Figure 1 - A guide to navigate to the GWC opportunity map from the Lle 
homepage 
  

 
 
 
2. LANGUAGE SELECTION  
On opening the Glastir Woodland Creation opportunity map, an information box will 
appear. In the top right corner Cymraeg can be selected. The language selection can 
be changed between English and Welsh at any time.  

http://lle.gov.wales/apps/woodlandopportunities
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3. USING THE GWC OPPORTUNITY MAP  
This section shows how to determine the suitability of an area for new planting, and 
how to find whether there are any constraints or sensitivities associated with that 
area (see Annexe 4 for more information). 
 

Step 1: Find the area of interest  
There are 3 ways to find a place of interest:- 

¶ Use the scroll button on the mouse to zoom in to the area of interest 

¶ Use the zoom buttons in the top left of the map screen (+ and ï symbols) - 
(see Figure 2 ï 1A) 

¶ Use the search option at the top centre of the map screen (see Figure 2 ï 1B) 
by typing a place name, postcode, or grid reference, e.g. Aberystwyth, SY23 
3UR (use a space when using postcodes) or SN 591 809.  

A 6 digit national grid reference will be displayed wherever your cursor is over the 
map browser. This is shown in the bottom right corner of the screen and may be 
useful for planting applications (see Figure 2 ï 1C).   
 

In Figure 2, there are green areas of different shading as well as transparent areas 
showing the Ordnance Survey (OS) map underneath. A green area indicates there 
are no identified constraints or sensitivities for woodland creation. A transparent 
area indicates an area with a sensitivity which is likely to require stakeholder 
consultation.  
 
Step 2: Select a base map  
The next step is to select which base map you would like to use - either greyscale 
mapping, colour mapping or aerial photography (see Figure 2 ï 2A).  
  
Step 3: Set the layers of choice and adjust transparency  
Only the óWoodland Creation Scoreô on the Scoring Layer is switched on, but others 
can be selected, existing woodland for example (see Figure 2 ï 3A). Annexe 2 gives 
more information on the Woodland Creation scoring layer.  
 
To adjust layer transparency, click the eye symbol and scroll the transparency bar 
until the optimal displace is reached (see Figure 3 ï 3B). 
 
Step 4: Draw a new planting area  
Click the óMeasure distances and areasô box (see Figure 2 ï 4A) and select the 
óCreate new area measurementô option. The cursor and left mouse clicks can be 
used to draw an area of interest around a proposed woodland creation site.  
 
Once a suitable area has been drawn, double left click the mouse on the final point 
and an óArea Measurementô box will appear (see Figure 4). The area of potential new 
woodland is shown in hectares which can be used in a GWC application.  
  
Step 5: Draw a fence line  
Click the óCreate a new line measurementô (see Figure 2 ï 4A) to get fencing length 
around a new woodland creation site. Use the left mouse button to click from the 
beginning to the end of the fencing and use additional mouse clicks for corners or 
bends. Figure 5 shows a red line representing a fencing length around a new 
planting area. 
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Step 6: Find out if there are sensitivities in the new planting area 
Green shading represents an area without constraints or sensitivities. In 
transparent areas, constraints or sensitivities will be shown once a new planting area 
has been drawn (Step 4). To determine individual sensitivities, click on the blue text 
ñClick here to view the points of interest the area intersectsò (see Figure 6 ï red box 
A). To get more information on the sensitivity, click the sensitivity label (see Figure 6 
ï red box B). This will bring up another information box describing the sensitivity and 
will often direct you to the relevant stakeholder (see Figure 6 ï C).   
 
Step 7: Information on Woodland Creation scoring  
Click on the Woodland Creation Score title to get more information on the layers 
(see Figure 7 ï red box A).  Each of the scored input layers can also be clicked on 
for additional information (see Figure 7 ï red box B and C). Annexe 3 gives some 
background information on the Woodland Creation scoring layers. 
 

Step 8: Information on Special Guidance layers 
Each Special Guidance layer can be clicked on to get more information on their 
creation and what the data shows. For example, the e.g. Acid Sensitive Catchments 
background information can be found by clicking its title in the table of contents ï 
see Figure 8 red box A. Links to stakeholders can also then be used by clicking the 
blue text (see Figure 8 red box B). 
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Figure 2: Finding an area of interest (Step 1)      Figure 3: Adjust the transparency (Step 3) 
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Figure 4: Draw a new planting area (Step 4)      Figure 5: Draw fence line (Step 5) 
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Figure 6: Find out if there are sensitivities within a new planting area (Step 6) 
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Figure 7: Woodland Creation scoring layer (Step 7)  
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